WE LS Amazed at Christ’s Lavish Love:
\ / He Calls Me His Child!

Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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WE LS Using My TIME
\ / To “Steward” My CALLING

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Our lives are set in hours, days, and years. Wehntithe quickly go by and hope we
will have moreto accommodate our future plans. Time is the fraorkwn which we
carry out our callings in lifeHow we spend our time can be physically, emotignall
and spiritual enriching ....or draining — it chalp you reach your goals, burden you
because of your goals, or distract you from yowalgio

Describe what you see as your goal in life.

What gets in the way of achieving it?

Life can be confusing, conflicted, and unfulfillimghen disconnected from its purpose. It is impdrtan
take a step back and ask the questions: Why areve® Why do we breathe? What are we to do with
our time?

What would you answer? Does it match up with yoals?

& n

It is in Christ that we discover who we are and tvka are living for. It is all wrapped up in thesitns
God has for our lives and His overall purpose asvieiks things out to accomplish His gracious witl.
is part of what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer.

Galatians 3:26—27— 26rou are all sons of God through faith in Christue27 for all of you who were
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves withis€l.

1 Corinthians 10:31So whether you eat or drink or whatever you dai @ for the glory of God.

What does it mean when St. Paul writes that inibagpyou “have clothed yourselves with
Christ™?

o lll: Baptism gown and Funeral pall

What do these passages have to say about youryindgyurpose and life priority?




WE LS Using My TIME
\ / To “Steward” My CALLING

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Respond George says to you — “I know that | am a chil@sod through faith. But | struggle with how
to serve God. How can | give Him glory in my lif&¥hat is God’s desire for how I live by faith?”

How would you answer George?

=

Mark 12:29-31— 29“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is thiear, O Israel, the Lord oy
God, the Lord is one80 Love the Lord your God with all your heart andiwdll your soul and with al
your mind and with all your strengtt81 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yodrs€here is
no commandment greater than these.”

Paraphrase what Jesus is saying is that is ceatoalr calling and that matches His purposes for
us.

o Side Note Excursus on God’s Law in the life of a Christian

How can we love a God we can’t see and people whd tbve us?

1 John 4:19 — 19We love because he first loved us.
Philippians 2:13 — 13... it is God who works in you to will and to actcacding to his good purpose.

How does “love” show itself in our lives?

Evaluate the following quote:
“God doesn’t want just the first part...he wantsdllour day ...all of
our relationships...all of our time to carry out igl, our calling. Jesus
is not merely to be first, but the center of tHis Bverything in our lives
moves around our relationship with hinfriends, family, work,
activities...thoughts.”
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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Our lack of joy in life sometimes comes when welzned to our calling (our place and purpose in God
creation at this moment) or fail to appreciatevéiiable effect on others.

Living in a culture where life revolves aroufrde” makes it hard for us to view things beyondvno
beyond what | want, beyond what everyone else iisgde diminishing our capacity to grasp how we fit
into God’s design for our living as His childremt times we become so obsessed with our plans, our
perspectives, and our priorities that they becaanenfore important than God’s.

Ponder the following encouragement:

Ephesians 5:1-3, 15-17 — Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loveddechn 2 and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himselfarpué as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to GbBut
among you there must not be even a hint of sexmdarality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greef,
because these are improper for God's holy peopl#5 Be very careful, then, how you live—not ps
unwise but as wis€,6 making the most of every opportunity, becausedtdngs are evill7 Therefore dg
not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s vsill

Vs. 1 — “imitators” — What does it mean to imitate God
o Why would we want to imitate Him?
Vs. 2- “life of love” — How does one live a life of Le?
o What do the words “fragrant offering” and “sacréfdoring to mind?

Vs. 3— What does Paul here give as our motivation ¥oiding the sins of “immorality”,
“impurity” and “greed”?

What makes these days “evil” or reveals that pedplet understand what the Lord’s will is?

What ways may we be prone to waste time and pasppgrtunities to “be imitators of God
living a life of love, just as Christ loved us.”?

@ evaluate how you have fallen short. Imagine theodpjpities that were missed to
give Him glory and reflect His love. In view of Géi's mercy confess any salentered time
agendas or careless adopting of the culture arosnd

Life isn’t about me. It doesn’t revolve around ritds about Christ’s love for me that becomes thergy
for my life for Him. In a tempting culture | need be careful how | live. It becomes my calling taka
the most of every opportunity to love God and tle®gle He places in my life flowing from the
forgiveness He has given me in Jesus.

Thank God He has forgiven us through Jesus and wergas to seize the opportunities to glorify Him
in our actions toward others.
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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1 Peter 2.9 — 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthoodolg nation, a peopl
belonging to God, that you may declare the praiésm who called you out of darknessnto
his wonderful light.

Ephesians 4:1 — ..1 urge you to live a life worthy of thealling you have received.

What does St. Peter call you and me?
From what has God called us?
To what has He called us?

Definition: Vocation - A vocation is the station in whichrh right now where | obey and serve
God, and where love of neighbor, is above all

So what is our purpose in the various “callingsVocations we in life?

& "7

Philippians 3:13—-14 — 13Brothers, | do not consider myself yet to havestakold of it. But one thing ||
do: Forgetting what is behind and straining towahdt is aheadi4 | press on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward instlesus.

One tool God entrusts to us in our various vocattondeclare His praises is His gift of TIME. Ex@ne

seems to have a different personal or cultural @ggr to time. Some people are very efficient il

use of their time, but if that efficiency is spemt things of little lasting consequence, all effinty counts
for nothing.

lllustration: Kid’s Basketball
Laziness and inattention to time — well, it's likee one who buried his talent in the ground instefad
investing it (Matthew 25:180). Our lives are often referred to as a race amldesigned for us to run.
Apostle Paul urges us to train our bodies and getop condition so we don’t run aimlessly, but
purposefully, toward the goal.

lllustration: Movie —-Groundhog Day

If you could start all over again where would yeset the clock of your life? What would you do
differently?
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

You can’t go back and change the — but you have the gittf time NOW. You have 1,440 inutes
every day in which to live out your calliras achild of God lavished with Christ’s lo\

It is Christ's love and our calling that draw us to use time for purposes that are more extraordit
thanwhat is offered by the world. May we continue tonemmber who we are and recommit our timi
wisely rurture the relationships he has entrusted f
At Home:

Spend some time looking at your calendar. Whappgiout at you

What does it reveal about your priorities in |

0o What things seem to grab at you as top pric

Sketch out what you woulike to see as your ideal day/week.
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Relationships are important and there is no retiahg more important than the one
we have with God. God created Adam and Eve toyeajoery close relationship
with Him. In Eden they walked with Him in the cool the day. When Adam and
Eve broke that relationship in favor of Satan’s mteu offer of fulfillment, it was
God’s love that caused Him to seek us and resherediationship for which we were
designed.

God traveled the distance to reunite us, when we w&l far from Him. He sent Christ into our wdro
“seek and save that which was lost” and by His difed death reclaimed us. Through the gospel He
touched our minds and hearts, working faith in Amazingly He calls us His children. We have the
outstanding privilege of confidently approachingrHust as a child comes and freely spends time aith
loving father.

& n

A/D — If our relationship with God through Christ fethighest and most precious gift He has entrusted
to us, therefore the greatest part of stewardshipke care of that relationship and make evergyrefd

remain in it.
John 15:5-11 (NIV) — 5" am the vine; you are the branches. If a manaiesin me and | in him, he
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do noth 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a

branch that is thrown away and withers; such bresehe picked up, thrown into the fire and burired.
you remain in me and my words remain in you, asiteVver you wish, and it will be given yaiThis is
to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, wirg yourselves to be my disciple®:‘As the Father
has loved me, so have | loved you. Now remain inlowe. 10 If you obey my commands, you will
remain in my love, just as | have obeyed my Fathedmmands and remain in his lotd. | have told
you this so that my joy may be in you and that yjoyrmay be complete.

What is the overall point which Jesus is makingeRer

A/D — We cannot keep God’s commands without Christls @o before we keep God’s
commands, our hearts must be born again through fai

o How is faith created, built up and strengthened?

"# $%
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

What is the function of the fruit? Why?

Respond George says to you, “Jesus here tells us to blgommands in order to remain in
His love. But | thought that we are saved by faitiesus alone. What is going on here?”

John 15:16 (NIV) — 16You did not choose me, but | chose you and apediybu to go and bear
fruit—fruit that will last.

One of the hard things for us to remember abogidif “It is not about me.” Why is that?

| am not the center. God is. He built this relasioip with us from ground up. He redeemed it
from ruin through His Son. Now He says, “Love therd with all your heart, soul, and mind.”

That is how | can rejoice in the richness of tlekationship and grow in my relationship with

others.

& n

Forsaking the First Love?

Too often we witness among Christians a level sintierest, boredom, apathy, and spiritual stagnatio
instead of an obvious commitment to the relatiomstith God. Church leaders become concerned over
the symptoms that are more easily seen.

A/D - The problem is not a lack of passion for worskefipwship, missions or denominational support,
but a passion for God.

Jesus addressed that problem with some of the €hrigtian churches.

Revelation 2:1-5 (NIV) — 1“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write3 You have persevered and
have endured hardships for my name, and have oatngweary4 Yet | hold this against you: You havye
forsaken your first love5 Remember the height from which you have fallenpdéte and do the things
you did at first. If you do not repent, | will conte you and remove your lampstand from its place.

What was Jesus’ rebuke? Explain

What gets in the way of a close fellowship with Gldt makes children of God lose their “first
love™?

What happens to a church that takes God’s gracgrémted?

What happens to an individual?

Consider your spiritual life in light of Jesus’ rsages in Revelation. Spend a moment of quiet prayer
address this with God and repent where you haledfdinding forgiveness in Christ.

"# $%
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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Evaluate: It has been said, “If God seems distant, gudss mwoved.”

Isaiah 55:6 (NIV) — 6 Seek the brRD while he may be found; call on him while he ismea

—*

Hebrews 3:12-15 (NIV) — 12See to it, brothers, that none of you has a sinfbelieving heart thg
turns away from the living God.3 But encourage one another daily, as long ascilied Today, so thg
none of you may be hardened by sin’s deceitfuln®43Ne have come to share in Christ if we hp
firmly till the end the confidence we had at firth As has just been said: “Today, if you hear hixgp
do not harden your hearts as you did in the redefli

—

List reasons why NOW is the time to earnestly Sged.

Perhaps you seek God to fill the emptiness andifess of life, or bring direction to the confusion
Seeking God is found in Christ’s love which freesa enjoy life close to God.

John 8:31-36 (NIV) — 31To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said,olf hold to my teachind,
you are really my disciple§2 Then you will know the truth, and the truth widitsyou free...| tell you
the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to 35INow a slave has no permanent place in the farily a
son belongs to it foreveB86 So if the Son sets you free, you will be free gule

How is Jesus central to getting to know God anaimeg close with Him?

It has been said that if we are too busy to gettgune alone with God each day, we are too
busy. It perhaps reveals distractions that coniwd®n us and our Lord. What will turn that
around?

& "7

This short life is our time of grace to know andveeGod. Getting closer to God through our devatio
life should become a priority. Personal Bible stadd prayer time has eternal benefits but als@otgp
every aspect of our day in ways you will only knaeiven you are there. Sometimes we need to lear
be disciples all over again — simple learners.

d

n to

What are the roadblocks that get in the way of yamwotional life or other aspects of seeking the

Lord in your life?

"# $%
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

Maybe it is time for us to get serious about thimgether. Consider what King Asa and the childsen
Israel did when they realized how much they hgapsid from the life with God:

2 Chronicles 15:12 (NIV) — 12They entered into a covenant to seek tbem, the God of their fatherg,
with all their heart and soull5 All Judah rejoiced about the oath because they $wadrn it
wholeheartedly. They sought God eagerly, and hefewasd by them.

Discuss habits or routines that might prove berafifor your prayer life and your Bible
study/devotional reading time.

Come up with ideas for how we as a congregation lmacome serious about making the
encouragement (and training) that will make perkdagotional life a priority.

Invest in this relationship with God so that it isethe amazing fruit He promises. Make a commitnbent
the Lord to daily seek Him in His Word and bettapw Christ’s love for you and your calling.

"# $%
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\ / with Family

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

A/D - The problem of apathy and spiritual stagnatiomoisa lack of passion for worship,
fellowship, missions or denominational support, dwassion for God.

How is Jesus central to getting to know God anaimeg close with Him?

*

we as a congregation become serious about makengrtbouragement (and
training) that will make personal devotional lifg@ority.

& "

“Rosebud”

A/D — No one says on their deathbed — “I wish | hadpent more time working at my job.”

God placed us into families. The relationshipsamilies are foundational to God’s
loving care for us and impact our understanding Him. Unfortunately we
experience too many broken or damaged family wratiips today. The family
landscape often looks like a field of dented ugsted out cars with missing parts
rather than what was intended: a showroom of Glo¥s. (lll: Brownsville child in
closet)

Fatigue and time pressure are two factors thamoéiect families. Men and women today find

themselves caught in the tension between job, yaroiiurch, school, and entertainment/hobbies/leisur
time.

How? What are some tensions found in the followutich affect families:

o Job-
lll: Seminary Advice
Encouragement
o Family -
0o Church -
lll: 5 nights a week!
o School —

o Entertainment/hobbies/leisure -

& "H &
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Chr|sts Love, Our Calling.

What causes us to fill the time the way we do?
What is some of the collateral damage on familgtiehships (spouses, parents, children)?

Stewardship is investing ourselves in caring fer gifts God has entrusted to us for His purpodésar
the top of that list is the gift of family (just der the supreme importance of our relationship Witd).
Time is the framework in which we carry out ourfeiént callings in family life. Being faithful steads
requires examining our lives and determining hovbést invest ourselves into our family in a wayttha
pleases God. It is TIME to be serious about familys spouses, parents, and children — and bethin wi
our own families to reverse a negative societaidre

lll: Father in the Ministry.
& n

If you look at the laws and guidance God gave Mdeseghe Old Testament believers, you will gain
insights into God'’s care for family. Notice thessmtmessages for His people.

Deuteronomy 24:5 (NIV) — 5If a man has recently married, he must not be semtar or have any
other duty laid on him. For one year he is to lee fio stay at home and bring happiness to theheifeas|
married.

Deuteronomy 6:5—-7 (NIV) — 5Love the IORD your God with all your heart and with all your $and
with all your strengthé These commandments that | give you today are tgpbe your hearts. Impress
them on your children. Talk about them when yowasihome and when you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get up.

What do these verses reveal about God’s perspemtitiee value of TIME for family?
Respond George says to you — “I know | need to spena timith my family, but the only day | can do it
is on Sunday. That's why we haven't been in chuMte’ve made Sunday a family day. God wants me
to work on my family relationship’s right? So iteally not a big deal that we’re not in church.”

What would you say to George?

& "H &
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

The Bible has a lot to say about family. Love ikey component and love takes time. Many aspects of
the biblical definitions are related to time sustLave is patient, love is kind...It always proteelsyays
trusts, always hopes, always persevete€drinthians 13:4,7).

Look at the categories below that correspond wathr alling in the family at this time. List
specific waysyour use of TIMEcan help represent Christ’s lovan your family:

Husbands
Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ lovedctingrch and gave
himself up for her...

Wives
Titus 2:3 5 - Likewise... train the younger women to love thaisbands and children...

Parents
Ephesians 6:4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instedagy them up in the
training and instruction of the Lord.

Young children
Ephesians 6:1 Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for tlsisight...

Grown children

1 Timothy 5:4 - ...children or grandchildren, these should le@st bf all to put their
religion into practice by caring for their own fdynand so repaying their parents and
grandparents, for this is pleasing to God.

lllustration : Small Catechism Table of Duties — “Let each leisson learn with care, and all the
household well shall fare.”

Life isn’t about me. It is about Christ's love fare and His way of sharing His love with my family
through me. Lack of joy in life often comes when are blind to our calling in family (God’s desigor f
my relationships at this moment), fail to apprezi#s valuable effect on others, or are jealoustorown
needs. (Remember — “Rosebud”)

Think of the “valuable effect” others have had @uy

0 Why do those moments stick in your mind?

0 What can you learn from them in taking TIME withuydamily?

II#& 1
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

A/D - Family is a place where love is most testedraurtured.

We often fail to live up to the picture God paifds our relationships within the family. The famils

not whatever people decide it is. It is God's aweation; the way things were meant to be to ethey
blessings He designed. Yet many families may Isealties in Satan’s war on the institution of nmege
or parenting. God is serious about the energy wténpo family and the nurturing of love and skilty

life that are to be found there.

God is serious about family. It is one of His wayfscaring for His world and reflects our relatiorsh
with Him.

1 Timothy 5:8 (NIV) — If anyone does not provide for his relatives, asgecially for his immediat
family, he has denied the faith and is worse thaaorebeliever.

D

Explain some different ways in which a person migifailing in their use of TIME to “provide
for his relatives, especially his immediate faniily.

There are many ways we let TIME for family slip awavhen we barely have time to say “good
morning” or “good night;” when watching televisi@auses us to ignore family needs; when work or our
preoccupation with hobbies pespts planned time with spouse or children; or wixensinful emotions
have turned family time into harmful time together.

Identify ways your use of TIME has let down thoeeybur family by not providing what was
needed for their emotional, spiritual, or physiogeds, and then spend time in quiet prayer
confessing any family neglect. Ask for forgivenessl a new spirit from the One who washes
away our sin. (At home - Psalm 51 may be a goodession prayer starter for you).

lll: It's OK to confess sins to each other, to yohildren, to your parents.

Il You will never be a perfect parent/grandparspouse/sister or brother, but there are a
million ways to be a good one.

Remembering ways we have failed in our use of tiorefamily can end up burdening instead of
providing release. It can leave us with a feebfguilt instead a freshness of sins forgiven. [Kgeur
eyes on Christ's love. Don't live in regret, bather ask God to turn it into good and set you ire&
direction. It's never too late to reorder your titoeimpact the family relationships God has engddb
you — to move from apathy or guilt to commitment.

& "H &
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The stresses of time will continue to face familiémployers want us to make time sacrifices forjéte
over everything else. Being a parent involvesmate for time to change diapers, stop fights, dayg,
feed faces, shuttle children to lessons, practigasjes, parties, and counsel them when they aez.old
Plus where is time for the spouse or aging parents? Sometimes we think we are living a comrditte
life and other times we feel we should be commiftedsome institution).

History shows how easy it is to slide into the @attof the worldly culture around us. Now is thH&E
for us to heed Joshua’s challenge to put the Lbtldeacenter of our families.

Joshua 24:15 (NIV) —But if serving the bDRD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yowsglv
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods yiouefathers served beyond the River, or the gdds o
the Amorites, in whose land you are living. Buf@asme and my household, we will serve therD.”

Discuss how you can make this a commitment in yanily.

What can we, as a church, do to help make famitgroitment to the Lord a priority.
God defines His relationship to us in terms of fgmi His protection and provision like a Father
lavishing His love on his children. He compares elring ways to those of a mother. Christ viesvasi
His bride and He the bridegroom who longs to bdwg. His relationship with us defines love, far H
IS Love. That is why family time with God is soportant — to know the One who makes us family and
shows us real love. Love means we sacrifice oefepences, comfort, goals, security, money, energy,

time for others...We view them as Christ does — from a heavenly persptive to carry out God’s
caring plans in life through our calling — the dynanic design God has for our lives.

& "7
Take time for what matters most. Let love for fgnsiome first in priority above tasks (people over
things). Things of this world will pass away (“Rosel”). That doesn’t mean we neglect or despismthe
but look at how beneficial they might be for th&ationships in family.

Make certain things “nonegotiable” (prayer time at bed time, devotion timkate nights) — or other
things will fill those spaces.

If you can stop your life and reorder it to includere time for family, what would it look like?
What is most important for your family?

Where do those in your family need your time magitrnow?

If you wish, fill out a chart for yourself similato pages 8-9in the Love Takes Timdooklet.

& "H &
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

“Rosebud”
A/D — No one says on their deathbed — “I wish | had spwre time working at my job.”

God is serious about family. It is one of His way<aring for His world and reflects our
relationship with Him.

The fact that you are going through these studmsvs you are connected to a
congregation in one way or another. This is arrotiseential relationship God gives
us to “steward” — to invest in for His purposesinkithrough some of the aspects of
your congregational life.

List some of the blessings you enjoy as a congi@yat

Discuss how or when that “relationship” seems tederate rather than flourish.

& n

God puts us in to families. He does that spirigudb. The Apostle Paul describes it in this way:

1 Corinthians 1:2 (NIV) — 2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those saretifin Christ Jesus ard
called to be holy, together with all those everymheho call on the name of our Lord Jesus Chriskirt
Lord and ours:

—

Ephesians 2:19-20 (NIV) — 19Consequently, you are no longer foreigners anensgli but fellow]
citizens with God's people and members of God’sskebold,20 built on the foundation of the apostl
and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as thd chimerstone.

11
(7]

What do these verses reveal about the “Church” éSspiritual family?

When God brings us to faith in Christ we becomédcein of a heavenly Father. In baptism He places Hi
name on us (the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) aakle® us part of something bigger than ourselvée — t
local and extensive family of God, with Jesus as brother. That means everyone who has that
fellowship with God is spiritually related to eaother — brothers and sisters in Christ. They ar&TH
Church.

& "#HH# (% # !



W E L S Love takes Time
\ Y/ with the Body of Christ

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

There are plenty of elements that affect congregatand our involvement with them. The truth of God
Word that touched our hearts and brought us téa faithe gospel should always be core. Look at th
passages below to capture a topic about which deglthe apostles often talked:

John 17:22-23 (NIV) — 22| have given them the glory that you gave me, thay may be one as we
are one23 | in them and you in me. May they be brought teptete unity to let the world know that
you sent me and have loved them even as you haed loe.

John 13:34-35 (NIV) — 34'A new command | give you: Love one another. AmvVe loved you, so yo
must love one anothe35 By this all men will know that you are my discigjéf you love one another.”

Evaluate what Jesus prays about for the “Churchat/is He looking for?

Think of reasons He also calls “Love one anothéfriew command” for us as His followers.

A/D - The church is to be a window to the world of ¢ginace of God shown to us in Christ.

If so, how?
If not, why not?

Focusing on being the children of God and displgutis lavish love, gauge our faithfulness based on
what the following passages say about the Chuttitside.

1 Corinthians 13:1-3 (NIV) — 1If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels hiawe not love, | a
only a resounding gong or a clanging cymiallf | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faitht can move mountains, but have not love, |jam
nothing.3 If | give all | possess to the poor and surremdgibody to the flames, but have not love, | ghin
nothing.

How essential is love to everything we do as Clsrigturch?

How does a lack of love impact even the good thimgsnay do?

o0 Give some practical examples
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W E L S Love takes Time
\ Y/ with the Body of Christ

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

A/D - We can let a “cause” we feel passionate abotitdexcuse for our less than loving words
or actions.

Romans 14:2-4, 13, 17-19 (NIV) — @ne man'’s faith allows him to eat everything, dabther man,
whose faith is weak, eats only vegetab&$%he man who eats everything must not look dowhian
who does not, and the man who does not eat evagythust not condemn the man who does, for Gog
has accepted hiM.Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? § ovan master he stands or falls
And he will stand, for the Lord is able to make Htand.

13Therefore let us stop passing judgment on onenanoinstead, make up your mind not to put any
stumbling block or obstacle in your brother’'s way.

17For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eatind drinking, but of righteousness, peace and jgy
in the Holy Spirit,18 because anyone who serves Christ in this wayessptg to God and approved by
men.19 Let us therefore make every effort to do what $ei@mdpeace and to mutual edification.

Describe similar situations among us where criticisr unwavering adherence to our own
personal perspectives, rights, or freedoms beca@seuttive to the unity of the “Church.”

Read the Romans 14 passage again. What do we aféglook in our relationships within the
body of Christ?

Spend time in quiet prayer right now confessing emyflict you've personally helped flame in the Bod
of Christ by lack of love. Ask for forgiveness aadhew spirit from the One who washes away our sin.
(At home Psalm 51 may be a good confession prageesfor you).

& "#HH# (% #



Love takes Time
with the Body of Christ

A Y
& WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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A/D - Our conduct and behavior will be driven by wiatd has made us to be and placed us here to do.

Ephesians 4:1-3 (NIV) — 1As a prisoner for the Lord, then, | urge you telia life worthy of th
calling you have receive@ Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bganith one another i
love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Sgintough the bond of peace.

Ephesians 4:31-5:2 (NIV) — 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, bragviind slander, alonF1
with every form of malice32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgieiaich other, just as
Christ God forgave youl Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loveddecn 2 and live a life of
love, just as Christ loved us and gave himselfarpug as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV) — 1ZTherefore, as God’'s chosen people, holy and ddavigd, clothe
yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility,tigeress and patienc&3 Bear with each other and
forgive whatever grievances you may have againstamother. Forgive as the Lord forgave ybtiAnd
over all these virtues put on love, which bindsradl together in perfect unity.

A/D — We can be imitators of God, living a life of &v

Note what St. Paul says about you. Describe titedg#s St. Paul encourages for the church and
how you can “make every effort” to build on them.

Review the essence of Christ's love, God's puregré our/your church viewed as an example
of grace?

How do we become obstacles to God'’s grace?

What needs to change in our attitude and actionsotomunicate His
grace to others?
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W E L S Love takes Time
\ Y/ with the Body of Christ

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

& "7

Recapturing time with the Body of Christ

Romans 14:19 (NIV) — 19Let us therefore make every effort to do what $etidpeace and to mutupl
edification.

Hebrews 10:24-25 (NIV) — 24And let us consider how we may spur one anotheiloward love an
good deeds25 Let us not give up meeting together, as someratfeel habit of doing, but let us encourgge
one another—and all the more as you see the Dapagimng.

Love takes Time Together we are in an urgent partnership withs so large we couldn’t do it alone —
encouraging each other’s faith, holding each oélcepuntable, reaching the world.

List several ways church members could encouragéetlowship we have as children of God in
the body of Christ.

Look through your own personal calendar.

Where will you take time for encouraging your riglaship with the body of Christ?

Consider the value of time spent with your chumify for...
Meeting each week for worship to proclaim togethergrace and works of God
Gathering regularly for Bible study to grow in fa&nd its fruits
Speaking to your pastor and church leaders to e@ageuthem in their work for Christ
Visiting members when they need you (and when tlogyt)

Volunteering with others to carry out your work édiger

If available, fill out a chart for yourself similéo pages 1@1 in theLove Takes Timieooklet

& "#HH# (% #



W E L S Love takes Time
\ / with Neighbors

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

A/D - Our conduct and behavior will be driven by wiadd has made us to be and
placed us here to do.

How essential is love to everything we do as Clsrigturch?

List several ways church members could encouragéetiowship we have as children of
God in the body of Christ.

Relationships are important to Jesus. He creatlatiamrships and made the sacrifice
to reconcile them when they were broken. He spatinezgland space to be a benefit
to others. He came into a world that was fillednwitglected and broken people. His
heart went out to them when He saw their ne®¥dsen he saw the crowds, he had
compassion on them, because they were harasseledpléss, like sheep without a
shepherd(Matthew 9:36).

Identify the crowds of today that would bring a ganresponse from Jesus. Why?

Jesus defines our active response to Him in thastef love. It is our Calling. Primary is our v
toward God. But that love also reveals itself wigen “love your neighbor as yourself.” That kinfl o
love also takes time.

& n
A/D -1t is more important to love God than to love oaighbor.
God was clear in the Old Testament on how He wahlisdpeople to be separate from the rest of the

world. In the New Testament he reminds us thaaealiens and strangers on earth. That putscueni
burden on a Christian who lives as a child of Gothis world.

Ephesians 5:1, 11-12, 15-17 (NIV) — Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loveddchn ...11
Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of dads, but rather expose theh2 For it is shamefu
even to mention what the disobedient do in secret5 Be very careful, then, how you live—not ps
unwise but as wis€,6 making the most of every opportunity, becausedtdnes are evill7 Therefore dg
not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s vsill

Why do Christians often tend to avoid interactiathwnany other people in their world?

Evaluate: Which is better — avoidance or activeraction with those of our world.
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W E L S Love takes Time
\ / with Neighbors

Christ's Love, Our Calling.

At times we come become so sEl€used inward that we forget why Jesus also huogral with sinners.
It didn't change who Jesus was because He knevideligity. But through His presence with them God
changed others. Christ helps others through ydwano serve Him by helping others.

2 Corinthians 5:14-16 (NIV) — 14For Christ's love compels us, because we are ogedi that ong
died for all, and therefore all die@l5 And he died for all, that those who live shouldlanger live for
themselves but for him who died for them and wasethagain16 So from now on we regard no ope
from a worldly point of view. Though we once regaddChrist in this way, we do so no longer.

How does Christ’'s death on the cross change ogppetive toward others? Explain.
Il Clerk at HEB

A/D — If Jesus hung around sinners in order to hemitwe should look for opportunities also to
“hang out” with sinners.

Consider how God gives evidence of the heart Hefdraall people in what He says about touching the
lives of others through ours.

Deuteronomy 10:12, 17-19 (NIV) — 12And now, O Israel, what does therbD your God ask of you
but to fear the brRD your God, to walk in all his ways, to love him,derve the brRD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul, 17 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partaaid accepts no bribes8 He defends the cause
of the fatherless and the widow, and loves thenatieving him food and clothind.9 And you are to love
those who are aliens, for you yourselves were gliefEgypt.

What does the above reveal about God's heart?

How does this translate into our lives with ourigidors™?

Love lets the neighbor's need set the context deel It provides the opportunity for communicating
Christ’s love in words and actions.
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Christ's Love, Our Calling.

A/D — A neighbor is anyone in need whom we have thetgldi help.

Jesus looked at the people around Him and had csigraon them. He healed them, fed them, dined
with them, taught them, defended them, forgave theamd wept for them when they turned away from
His love. At times we can look at our own liveddasee our poor witness of His uncompromising and
unconditional love. Jesus often illustrated howw¥a are from the perfection the Law demands.

Luke 10:25-29 (NIV) — 250n one occasion an expert in the law stood upgbJesus. “Teacher,” he
asked, “what must | do to inherit eternal life28 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How gou
read it?"27 He answered: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with alluydheart and with all your soul and with
all your strength and with all your mind’; and, \@your neighbor as yourself28 “You have answereg
correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you wilkdi” 29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Jesus went on to give the parable of the Good Stmarin looking at that parable, how is
“being a neighbor” related to our use of time?

Who does Jesus define as our neighbor?
Does this parable produce guilt in you or a feetifigatisfaction?

o If guilt, how does one overcome that feeling ofli§ui
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No matter where we turn, our stewardship is abelaitionships — with God, family, the body of Chyist
and neighbors. Everything we say and do is a w#iier or against Christ’s love. That includesirasy

we handle problems, frustrations, delays, disafpunts. It includes our reactions to those arousmd

Do we show ourselves as gentle or judgmental? Wibeling the pressure of time and stresses are we
rude and bitter or polite and patient? Christ\gel drives us to make the most of every opportunityse

our time wisely to communicate His love that drélien to die for us.

Consider the following:

1 Peter 2:11-12 (NIV) — 11Dear friends, | urge you, as aliens and strangetie world, to abstaif
from sinful desires, which war against your sdd.Live such good lives among the pagans that, thqugh
they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see yoodgleeds and glorify God on the day he visits ug.

Colossians 4:3—-6 (NIV) — 3And pray for us, too, that God may open a doooformessage, so that we
may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which | amchains.4 Pray that | may proclaim it clearly, ag |
should.5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; midemost of every opportunitg. Let your
conversation be always full of grace, seasoned seth) so that you may know how to answer everyorje.

What do these verses say about our time interaetiting“neighbors”?

What does God desire as the final outcome foriowe with “neighbors™?

& "7

Galatians 6:9-10 (NIV) — 9Let us not become weary in doing good, for atgiaper time we will reay
a harvest if we do not give ufp0 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do gtmoall people,
especially to those who belong to the family ofidedrs.

Responding as Christ to your neighbors.

Begin each day by praying, “Jesus help me to sddoxe people the way you do.” Read the
gospels to review God’s pure grace and learn hewslmteracted with people.

Create a list of those “neighbors” who you reatized you to reflect Christ’'s love and light.
What can you do in the coming weeks to make ttakineyour life?

Discuss how you as a church can become more allgeasd make time to respond to the needs
of your congregational “neighbors.”

If available, fill out a chart for yourself similéao pages 123 in theLove Takes Timieooklet.
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