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No doubt you might wonder why we would study theétéeof 1 Peter for our Sunday Morning Bible Cladsis a
letter which is given to encourage Christians wieundergoing trials and persecutions.

Why study 1 Peter?

Because we are encouraged that we are “not alohefwwe suffer for our faith.

We are shown our true identity as those in Christ.

So that you may know Christ better and what Hedwae® for you and your salvation.
You will grow in your knowledge of the love of Géar you in Christ.

To better understand the Christian faith and life.

These and many more questions about the Chrigtiingnd life are answered in this short letter.

Background:

St. Peter wrote his letter from Rome (1 Pet&B5:Babylon was a “code word” in the early chuf@hRome) to Christians
who had been scattered throughout the world beaaiugersecution. Peter wrote to encourage thesisti@ims. We can
see that from the very first verses of this letterPeter pointed these suffering Christians badkeddact that God had
elected (chosen) them to be His children. Petaisps God for the living hope (1:3) He has givemltcChristians: an
inheritance in heaven that no one can snatch flmmit 1 Peter is filled with promises meant to aunsbelievers in the

most difficult of circumstances.

Key Verse:

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesth@otoly nation, a people belonging to God, that ymay declare the
praises of him who called you out of darkness msowonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)




Encouragement

As you read 1 Peter, pray for your brothers sisters who face suffering. Count it all joy tlyaur Lord Jesus Christ
suffered all pain and shame in order to redeem(8di8) and all who call upon Him. As He gives \gitength, rejoice in
your sufferings, knowing that you share in the esuffigs of Christ (4:13). As with Jesus, the surfigs you face must give
way to the subsequent glories God will reveal in.y@:11; 5:10)

Basic Outline of 1 Peter:

l. Salutation (1:1-2)

I. Thanksgiving (1:3-12)

1. Our Christian Identity (1:13-2:10)

V. Instruction and Encouragement for Christian Living (2:11-4:11)
V. Joy Amid Suffering and Closing Encouragements. (42-5:11)

VI. Final Greetings (5:12-5:14)

With the prayer that the letter may become everenpoecious to us, let us begin our study God’s Wanrdi treasure all the more our
“living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Gtriem the dead (1:3)




1 Peter 1:1-2

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ
To God’s elect, strangers in the)
world, scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and
Bithynia,

2 who have been chosen accordinp
to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, for obedience to
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his
blood: Grace and peace be yours ir
abundance.

Application:
Situation: You are visiting a
Christian friend who has undergone
some intense suffering — how would|
the fact that they are one of “God’s
elect” give them comfort?

Christians are called “strangers
the world.” How is this even mor
true today than 100 years ago?

1Y%

Give examples ofwhat problems
arise when Christians forget th
they are strangers in the world?

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
A/D — A Christian must expect to suffer persecutiartfieir faith.

Persecution. Not by a firing squad. Not by dethiteats. Not by the
government. But it's persecution nonetheless;atiaore subtle persecution
Persecution from friends, family, and peers. Thwew't take your life ... but
they will take your peace.

Peter understood persecution. Beaten, jailedatined, punished — he hag
personally experienced them all. He knew the stingpe false word and the
angry whip. No doubt he’s seen some Christiansdséad others fall. He'd

seen enough to know what it takes to stay strongugh times.

His counsel may surprise you. It may be just wimat need so thatybur
faith...may be proved genuine and may result in praggory and honor
when Jesus Christ is revealgd:7).

Live as a Joy-Filled Inheritor (1:1-12)

Vs. 1— In naming himself as the author of this letBeier describes himself
as ‘an apostle of Jesus Christ What's the difference between an apostle
and a disciple?

- What do you recall about the character of Peter?

Positive Traits: Negative Traits:

- Explain what Peter means when he refers to hiereass. ..

“God’s elect —

“strangers in the world’ -

Bible References and
Notes

John 20:21 — Again Jesus said,
“Peace be with you! As the Fathg
has sent me, | am sending you.”

-

Mark 8:29 — “But what about
you?” [Jesus] asked. “Who do yog
say | am?” Peter answered, “Yoj
are the Christ.”

Mark 14:71 —[Peter] began to caIIL
down curses on himself, and h
swore to them, “l don’t know this
man you're talking about.”

John 17:15-17- 15 My prayer is
not that you take them out of th
world but that you protect them
from the evil one. 16 They are nd
of the world, even as | am not o
it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth
your word is truth.
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1 Peter 1:1-2

1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ
To God’s elect, strangers in the)
world, scattered throughout Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and
Bithynia,

2 who have been chosen accordinp

to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, through the sanctifying
work of the Spirit, for obedience to
Jesus Christ and sprinkling by his
blood: Grace and peace be yours ir
abundance.

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 2— How else are believers in Christ identifiedliede opening verses?
How was this carried out?

Explain

“obedience to Jesus Chriét- What does this phrase mean? (Cf.
Acts 6:7)

“sprinkling by His blood” — To what is Peter referring?

“Grace’ — Define.

Application:
A/D — Your being a Christian happened just by chance.

Summary — 1-2:

By reminding God’s people of these truths, Petes wacouraging them in
their faith. Their being Christians was not a aist, as they might have
been tempted to think since they were being petsdcu Their being

Christians was all a part of God’s good and lovyiten for them. And God

would not let them down. Peter has more encourageno offer God's

people in the following verses.

Bible References and
Notes

Acts 6:7 — So the word of God
spread. The number of disciples ir
Jerusalem increased rapidly, andla
large number of priests becamg
obedient to the faith.

Exodus 24:6-8 - 6 Moses took
half of the blood and put it in
bowls, and the other half h
sprinkled on the altar. 7 Then h
took the Book of the Covenan
and read it to the people. The
responded, “We wil do
everything the brD has said; we
will obey.” 8 Moses then took the
blood, sprinkled it on the peoplé
and said, “This is the blood of th¢
covenant that the @rRD has made
with you in accordance with all
these words.”

T~

John 15:16- You did not choose
me, but | chose you and appointgd
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that
will last.




1 Peter 1:3-5

3 Praise be to the God and Father o
our Lord Jesus Christ!

In his great mercy he has given ug
new birth into a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,

4 and into an inheritance that can
never perish, spoil or fade—kept in
heaven for you,

5 who through faith are shielded by
God'’s power until the coming of the
salvation that is ready to be
revealed in the last time.

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 3— “Praise...!” Look ahead to what God did. Praise him! Theoaa
why we praise Him is that God has given us “a neth Why did He do
such a thing?

Explain and define

The result of this “new birth” is a “living hope’r @n “inheritance.”
Hope is something that is not yet received. lbffsin the future.
Explain these terms and what makes them so special.

living hope (why “living”?) -
inheritance -

Vs. 4 — “inheritance” - Why will this inheritance never perish, spoil o
fade?

Vs. 5- “through faith are shielded” - How does this give comfort to those
whom Peter was writing?

Shielded from what?

A/D — We have faith! We can endure any trouble tbates our
way!

Thought question What is the believer’s part in making sure that
they will receive the inheritance(tareful)

Application:
Why would Peter direct us to the future when weehthe present to be
concerned with? Shouldn’t we be focusing on oday rather than our
tomorrow?
A/D — There is nothing we can do to lose our spiritolaéritance.
Respond George says to you, “I have prayed and prayedsfud for
things to get better, but they don’t. | just calive on hope and a

prayer!”

Bible References and

Romans 8:17 —Now if we are
children, then we are heirs—heirg
of God and co-heirs with Christ, if
indeed we share in his sufferingp
in order that we may also share ih

his glory.

Ephesians 6:16 - In addition to

all this, take up the shield of faith
with which you can extinguish all
the flaming arrows of the evil one

Notes




1 Peter 1:6-9

6 In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of
trials.

7 These have come so that your
faith—of greater worth than gold,
which perishes even though refined
by fire—may be proved genuine
and may result in praise, glory and
honor when Jesus Christ is
revealed.

8 Though you have not seen himj|
you love him; and even though you
do not see him now, you believe if
him and are filled with an
inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for
you are receiving the goal of your
faith, the salvation of your souls.

Explanations and Questions
Vs. 6-— “In this” — To what is Peter referring?

There will certainly be trials in a Christian’sdif But what is the
comfort for the Christian in this verse?

Why can a Christian “greatly rejoice” even in thelst of trials?

Application:
What were some of the trials faced by the earlyisfians?
What are some trials we face today because welaisti@ns?
How have things changed or not changed?

Give some examples of how someone might be regieuen when they
suffering or enduring pain.

Vs. 7-What is one reason according to Peter that &@ise into our lives?
“proved genuiné — To whom?

“may result...” — How do sufferings and trials result in praiee t
God?

In what way is the testing of faith like the puiifyg of gold? In what
ways is it different?

Application:
A/D - It is absolutely necessary for faith to be teésted purified.
Respond: “God must be a sadistic God to use my troubldkigway!”
Respond: George says, “I'm pushed and pushed, tested astddtet
work. I'm put through pure grief every day. | datiake it anymore. |
have to quit. God must be telling me to get ouhefe.”

Vs. 8- What according to Peter is the goal of our faith

How is it that we are currently receiving the gobbur faith — the
salvation of our souls?

Bible References and
Notes

1 Cor. 10:13 -No temptation has
seized you except what i
common to man. And God id
faithful; he will not let you be
tempted beyond what you ca
bear. But when you are tempte(
he will also provide a way out s¢
that you can stand up under it.

—




1 Peter 1:10-12

10 Concerning this salvation, the
prophets, who spoke of the grace

that was to come to you, searched hearers had learned about this salvation?

intently and with the greatest care,
11 trying to find out the time and
circumstances to which the Spirit of
Christ in them was pointing when
he predicted the sufferings of Christ
and the glories that would follow.

12 It was revealed to them that they
were not serving themselves bu
you, when they spoke of the things
that have now been told you by

those who have preached the gosp¢

to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven.

Even angels long to look into thes¢ Application:

things.

h

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 10-11- Even though we didn’t personally witness thergsy@f Jesus’
life, His saving work has been revealed to us. leone place Peter's

What strikes you about Peter’s description of the T2stament
prophets?

How does Peter’'s mention of the prophets help gthem New
Testament believers who are suffering?

Vs. 12- Put in your own words what is happening in #& kentence.
What is Peter teaching us today who live in a lesticiety?

Thought Question: A/D — In modern American society, there is a lac
of personal suffering for the name of Christ.

How would you use the verses from 1 Peter 1:1-1¢btofort a believer
who:
o Is suffering at the hands of another —
Is suffering effects from a sinful lifestyle (e.g- liver
damage from too much alcohol) —
Is loaded down with guilt —
Is battling cancer —
Who lost a loved one to death —
Other????

o

(el elNeole]

Bible References and
Notes




1 Peter 1:13

13 Therefore, prepare your minds
for action; be self-controlled; set
your hope fully on the grace to be
given you when Jesus Christ ig
revealed.

Summary of vs. 13: St. Peter encouraggs
us to keeping looking forward. Lookinp
forward keeps us on the right track as
walk in our present life here on ear
Without looking forward (hope) to th
coming again of Jesus Christ, we will

v)

reality of who we are in Christ. With thi
focus, this certain hope, curre
circumstances (even those that are tragi
are seen for what they are — temporary.

ve

e
just like anyone who only has what tlje
world has to offer. We are urged to focps
on reality — what is ours in Christ, on tije

1tA

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
When a team has a good shot at winning, what tenkdappen with
their fans?

Live as a Sharer of Hope (1:13-2:3)

Vs. 13— St. Peter draws a conclusion from what he hésewrto his readers
regarding their hope, their inheritance. What ddegells them to do?
Explain each:

“Prepare your minds for action” -

lllustration : “gird up the loins of your mind” (KJV) dmage of a man who
wears long flowing robes and his need to tuck toeder his belt to be able t¢
do vigorous physical work.

Application:
How do you go about "preparing your mind for actidbn

“be self-controlled” —

Application:
A/D — We should tell someone who is suffering or gaghrgugh some
trouble to “be self-controlled.”

How can we today “be self-controlled” in our modsotiety?
“set your hope fully” -

What does Peter mean when he says, “grace to be gou when Jesus
Christ is revealed"? Does this mean that we doene grace now?

pplication:
C) Respond: George says, “Why is this happening to me? Isthething
I can do? | am suffering here, a victim and | feelpless!”

Bible References and
Notes

Romans 8:18 - consider that our
present sufferings are not wort
comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us.

2 Cor. 5:7 -We live by faith, not
by sight.




1 Peter 1:14-16

14 As obedient children, do not
conform to the evil desires you had
when you lived in ignorance.

15 But just as he who called you is
holy, so be holy in all you do; 16 for
it is written: “Be holy, because | am
holy.”

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 14— St. Peter encourages us, “Don’t keep on follgwire pattern when
you were ignorant?” Of what were we ignorant?

Explain “obedient children”

Vs. 15-16— Define what the wordhbly” means.
What is St. Peter encouraging his readers and ds%o
Why?

Evaluate: St. Peter knows we can’t be as holy as God,escam
ignore these verses.

Look at vs. 16 — Can this command also be a cofhfort

Application:
How do these verses play out in our day to dayfve

Luther Quote:
“For he who is a Christian enters with the Lord i€hinto a
sharing of all His goods. Now since Christ is hdig, too,
must be holy, or he must deny that Christ is hiblyou have
been baptized, you have put on the holy garmenithwib
Christ, as Paul says (Gal. 3:27).

The little word “hdlgesignates that which is God’s own
and is due to Him alone. In German we use the wewkihet Thus Peter
says: You have now given yourselves to God as Wis @ herefore see to it
that you do not let yourselves be led again ingoworldly lusts. But let God
alone reign, live, and work in you. Then you ariy/hjuist as He is holy”

! Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 3Q Luther's works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epist{dsJ.
Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Lute&Vorks (1 Pe 1:12). Saint
Louis: Concordia Publishing House.

Bible References and
Notes

2 Cor. 5:17 -Therefore, if anyone

is in Christ, he is a new creatior},

the old has gone, the new hg
come!

Galatians 3:27 -for all of you
who were baptized into Chris
have clothed yourselves with
Christ.

S




1 Peter 1:17-21

17 Since you call on a Father whc
judges each man’s work
impartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear.

18 For you know that it was not
with perishable things such as silver
or gold that you were redeemed]
from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your forefathers,
19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect.

20 He (Christ) was chosen beforg
the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your
sake.

21 Through him you believe in God,
who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and
hope are in God.

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
If you have siblings, did you ever accuse your paref showing
“favoritism” to the other?
As a parent, do you ever find yourself showing tfatism” toward
one of your children over another?
lllustration : The youngest

Connect to the Catechism:

Our Father who art in Heaven

What does this mean?
With these words God tenderly invites us to belithad
He is our true Father and that we are His truedodm,
so that we may pray to Him as boldly and confideat
dear children ask their dear father.

Vs. 17-St. Peter continues to urge his readers to hohgl He reminds then
that they have a loving, caring heavenly Father isladso the just Judge.
Why would Peter remind these persecuted ChristlzatsGod “judges each
person’s work impatrtially?”

What does this tell us about how He views sin?atea?

Agree or disagree Because George is such a good Christian, Goq
will give special attention to his prayers and ests.

“strangers in reverent fear” Explain. (of what are we to be aware
Cf. Isaiah 6

Why would St. Peter say such a thing? Cf. vs. 18-19

Vs. 18— Jesus has redeemed (paid the ransom paymetmt)release us fron

the “empty way of life handed down by our forefather& Give examples of

this empty life.

=

Vs. 19— “a lamb without blemish or defect — In the OT, sacrifice had to
perfect. Same with Christ. Why? (also refereiod@assover)

Bible References and
Notes

Isaiah 6:5-7 - 5“Woe to me!” |
cried. “I am ruined! For | am a]
man of unclean lips, and | live
among a people of unclean lipg
and my eyes have seen the Kinp,
the Lord Almighty.” 6 Then one
of the seraphs flew to me with

live coal in his hand, which he hat
taken with tongs from the altar.
With it he touched my mouth ang
said, “See, this has touched yoyr
lips; your guilt is taken away ang
your sin atoned for.”

Application:
Respond: George says that

Lutherans spend too much
time talking about Jesus’
saving work and not enough
time talking about Christian
living. How does this portion
of Peter’s letter answer such
accusations?
Connect to Catechism —
Explanation to the" Article
of the Apostles’ Creed.
Agree or disagree- “Our
salvation is a free gift, but it
didn’t come cheap.”

8




1 Peter 1:17-21

17 Since you call on a Father whc
judges each man’s work
impartially, live your lives as
strangers here in reverent fear.

18 For you know that it was not
with perishable things such as silver
or gold that you were redeemed]
from the empty way of life handed
down to you from your forefathers,
19 but with the precious blood of
Christ, a lamb without blemish or
defect.

20 He (Christ) was chosen beforg
the creation of the world, but was
revealed in these last times for your
sake.

21 Through him you believe in God,
who raised him from the dead and
glorified him, and so your faith and
hope are in God.

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 20—What comfort for you is found in this verse? (Tthings)

Why do these give such comfort, especially to Gians enduring
trials in life?

Vs. 21— “faith and hope are in God — Notice the connection from St. Pete
life as He remembers Jesus’ words. Cf. John 10dtn 14:9.

What does this tell us about Jesus?

What does this tell us about our hope? Cf. 1 Pegr

Application:
Respond: Selena comes to you upset. She is can’t undersi@andhings
turned out so badly with her marriage. Her huskhardivorcing her. Ofr
top of this, things aren’t going so well in her igm Her brother wag

Bible References and
Notes

John 10:30 -I and the Father ardg
‘sone.”
John 14:9 - Jesus answeredJ

h

“Don’t you know me, Philip, even
after | have been among you su
a long time? Anyone who haj
seen me has seen the Father. Hpw
can you say, ‘Show us thg
Father?

1 Peter 1:3- Praise be to the Goq

diagnosed with cancer. Her sister doesn’t warspeak with her and h¢rand Father of our Lord Jesu

parents are fighting with each other.
Is there anything you can say from these versgs/@®her comfort?

Christ! In his great mercy he ha
given us new birth into a living
hope through the resurrection
Jesus Christ from the dead,




1 Peter 1:22-2:3

22 Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth sg
that you have sincere love for your
brothers, love one another deeply
from the heart.

23 For you have been born again
not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God.

24 For, “All men are like grass, and
all their glory is like the flowers of
the field; the grass withers and the
flowers fall, 25 but the word of the
Lord stands forever.” And this is
the word that was preached to you.

1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all
malice and all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and slander of every kind.

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow up in your salvation, 3 now
that you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 22—-Better Translation — “Having purified your sonlthe obedience of
truth”. Again what is meant by obedience (“obey)rtere?

What is the truth?
So what does it mean “having purified your soul”?

With this in mind, what does St. Peter say we have?
Grk — = “brotherly §

What are the marks of one who has such for brotsdssisters in
Christ?

What does he encourage us to do?
Grk - “self-sacrificing "’

What are the marks of one who has such for all lg€op
Vs. 23— How are we able to do what vs. 22 encourages?
How are we strengthened to do what vs. 22 encosiPage

So what is St. Peter reminding us about when itesota our Christian
living?

Vs. 24-25- What's the meaning of verses 24 & 25?

Our looks, our bodies and our talents are goingitioer and die. Our
souls will not. What are the implications of that fou?

Application:
Respond George reads this section of Scripture and s&isce my
body’s going to wither and die anyway, what diffeze does it mak
as to how | take care of it, and how | look?”
Agree or disagree- God’s Word does not apply today the same w4
that it did in 69 AD or 1969. Explain.

174

y

Bible References and

Notes
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1 Peter 1:22-2:3

22 Now that you have purified
yourselves by obeying the truth sg
that you have sincere love for your
brothers, love one another deeply
from the heart.

23 For you have been born again
not of perishable seed, but of
imperishable, through the living
and enduring word of God.

24 For, “All men are like grass, and
all their glory is like the flowers of
the field; the grass withers and the
flowers fall, 25 but the word of the
Lord stands forever.” And this is
the word that was preached to you.

1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all
malice and all deceit, hypocrisy,
envy, and slander of every kind.

2 Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you may
grow up in your salvation, 3 now
that you have tasted that the Lord is
good.

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 2:1 —rid yourselves” — “Therefore since the Lord Christ is nd
blessings, you must henceforth let it be your comée cast off all wickednes
or all that is evil, and all guile.z’

What does this list of sins have in common?
How do we“rid ourselves of all....”?

Connect to the Catechism:

What does baptizing with water mean?
Baptism means that the old Adam in us should
drowned by daily contrition and repentance, and
all its evil deeds and desires be put to deatlalsid
means that a new person should daily arise to
before God in righteousness and purity forever.

Where is this written?

St. Paul says in Romans, chapter \We"were buried with Christ through
baptism into death in order that, just as Christ wa raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, we too may live aew life." (Romans 6:4)

Vs. 2:2— St. Peter uses the picture of newborn infarasgieg milk to illustrate
the desire we're to have for God’'s Word. Whathis tesult when we “crav
pure spiritual milk”?

Vs. 2:3— Sound familiar?

Application:
Respond George says, “l have a basic knowledge of thdeBitom
Lutheran school and confirmation class. That's ugio for me.
Besides that, Bible class is all stuff | alreadpkrabout.”
Evaluate: St. Peter states here that we have to grow upum
salvation. This means we won't be sure salvatiomuss until we
become scholars of the Bible.
Agree/Disagree- We will always be like babies in our spirituiaiels.

2 Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 3Q Luther's works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epist({@sJ. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H.

Py

(D

T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (1 Pe 2:5). Santis: Concordia Publishing House.

W
completely yours through faith, and you have remgigalvation and all Hip

be

live

Bible References and
Notes

Luther — “The milk is nothing but
the Gospel, which is also the ver
see by which we were conceive
and born, as we heard above.
This is also the food that
nourishes us when we grow up; l;
is the armor which we put on an
with which we equip ourselves
(AE 30:48-49)

N

14
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1 Peter 2:4-8

Stone—rejected by men but chose
by God and precious to him— 5 you
also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

4 As you come to him, the Iiving1

6 For in Scripture it says: “See, | lay
a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one
who trusts in him will never be put
to shame.”

7 Now to you who believe, this ston¢
is precious. But to those who do no
believe, “The stone the builders
rejected has become the capstone
8 and, “A stone that causes men tg
stumble and a rock that makes them|
fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is als
what they were destined for.

0

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
Putting aside that we are not Roman Catholic - digou ever
consider becoming a priest (or a nun)?

We are living stones in a priesthood built on Jesyd HE living Stone
(2:4-7a)

Vs. 2:4 —-Who is the “Stone” and/hy is it called “living"?

Application:
How does a mason or builder select which brickstanes he will use
Make the connection to Jesus, thiwifig Ston€’ in verse 4. In theg
Greek, the word “reject” means “to reject afterrakaation.”
Why will Jesus never pass the human test of whedith keeping ang
precious?

N

Vs. 4-5 -Our Christian life never is not one of standinfj st one spot, failing|
to move. The Christian life is one of spiritualtiac and motion. Like g
person putting one foot in front of the other td gdere he wants to go, {
Peter tells us that as we keep on moving to wheeenaw want to (g
something else will happen at the same time.
Where are we going and what's going to happen?
Cf. Luke 19:39-40

Vs. 5- Why are we called living stones?

With the living Stone, Jesus, selected as sometpregious by
God, there comes some more comforting informatiom God’s
people. Peter shifts back to his hearers and shgsk what |
have to tell you about YOU! YOU are alive!”

Who's the architect and builder?
How would this comfort a Christian living in a hibstsociety?

Explain:  “Spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God througbsus
Christ.” Cf. Genesis 4:3-5 and Hebrews 11:4

Respond: George says, “I give a tenth of all | have to Gode musII
be pleased with that!”

OGenesis 4:3-5 — 3n the course

Bible References and
Notes

Luke 19:39-40 -— 39Some of
the Pharisees in the crowd said
Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke yo
disciples!” 40 “I tell you,” he
replied, “if they keep quiet, the
stones will cry out.”

(0]

=

of time Cain brought some of th¢
fruits of the soil as an offering td
the Lord.4 But Abel brought fat
portions from some of the
firstborn of his flock. The Lord
looked with favor on Abel and his
offering, 5 but on Cain and his
offering he did not look with
favor. So Cain was very angry
and his face was downcast.

Hebrews 11:4 — 4By faith Abel
offered God a better sacrifice thap
Cain did. By faith he was
commended as a righteous mah,
when God spoke well of hig
offerings. And by faith he still
speaks, even though he is dead.
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1 Peter 2:4-8

Stone—rejected by men but chose
by God and precious to him— 5 you
also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

4 As you come to him, the Iiving1

6 For in Scripture it says: “See, | lay
a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one
who trusts in him will never be put
to shame.”

7 Now to you who believe, this ston¢
is precious. But to those who do no
believe, “The stone the builders
rejected has become the capstone
8 and, “A stone that causes men tg
stumble and a rock that makes them|
fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is als
what they were destined for.

0

Explanations and Questions

We are living stones in a priesthood built on Jesu§ HE living Stone
(2:4-7a)

Vs. 2:5 — “holy priesthood” - Name some things you know about Israel’'s
Testament priesthood and apply it to you, the ptagay. Why is that so great
for people living in a hostile society?

Old Testament Priest You, the Priest
1.
2.
What “spiritual sacrifices’ does priest/Christian offer?
Application:

Respond - For we have said often enough that a Christian ifif
composed of two parts: faith in God and love towand’s neighbdr

2]
”

Vs. 6 — “precious cornerstone’™ What was so important about a cornerstoiespiritual act of worship.

back at St. Peter’s time that this picture is used?

or
Why is this ‘ston€’ precious to those who believe? (remember it'\arig”
stone!)
Application:

How can you use these verses to encourage a pghsnn
is struggling with depression

thinks that they are not worth anything

a teenager who is trying to “find herself”

a person immobilized after an accident.

O O o0 o

% Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 3Q Luther's works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epist({@sJ. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H.
T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (1 Pe 2:5). Santis: Concordia Publishing House.

Id

Bible References and
Notes

Romans 12:1 -Therefore, | urge
you, brothers, in view of God's
mercy, to offer your bodies as
living sacrifices, holy and
pleasing to God—this is youf

Mark 12:30-31 - Love the Lord
your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all
your mind and with all your
strength.” The second is thig
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’

There is no commandment greatg

than these.”

John 11:25-26— 25 Jesus said td
her, “I am the resurrection and th
life. He who believes in me will
live, even though he dies; 26 an
whoever lives and believes in m
will never die. Do you believe
this?”
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1 Peter 2:4-8

Stone—rejected by men but chose
by God and precious to him— 5 you
also, like living stones, are being
built into a spiritual house to be a
holy priesthood, offering spiritual

sacrifices acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ.

4 As you come to him, the Iiving1

6 For in Scripture it says: “See, | lay
a stone in Zion, a chosen and
precious cornerstone, and the one
who trusts in him will never be put
to shame.”

7 Now to you who believe, this ston¢
is precious. But to those who do no
believe, “The stone the builders
rejected has become the capstone
8 and, “A stone that causes men tg
stumble and a rock that makes them|
fall.” They stumble because they
disobey the message—which is aldo
what they were destined for.

Explanations and Questions

To unbelievers, the Living Stone — Jesus - becomasleath trap
(2:7b-8)

Vs. 2:7 —To those who believe, this Stone, Jesus, is songettfi great value
But to those who do not believe, he’s a Stone tteggcted afte
careful examination. He didn’t pass the test.

Name some examples from Scripture where this Stee rejected
after careful examination.

Name some examples todayhere this Stone, Jesus, is rejed
because he didn't “pass the test.”

Vs. 8 -The NIV doesn’t do a very good job of clearly sigtithe Greek o
verse 8b. A better translation would be - “They'tddoelieve the
word, so they stumble. That's the inevitable re’sul

What confusion can happen because of the way the dilites this
verse?

ted

Bible References and

Notes

1 Timothy 2:3-4 - This is good,
and pleases God our Savior, wh
wants all men to be saved and fo
come to a knowledge of the truth.

14
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1 Peter 2:9-12

9 But you are a chosen people,
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him wha
called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

10 Once you were not a people, b

now you are the people of God; onc
you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

11 Dear friends, | urge you, as
aliens and strangers in the world, to
abstain from sinful desires, which
war against your soul.

12 Live such good lives among th
pagans that, though they accuse yo}
of doing wrong, they may see you
good deeds and glorify God on the
day he visits us.

il

Explanations and Questions

We are royal priests who proclaim God’s goodness word and deed
(2:9-12)

Introduction:
What does it mean to be chosen?
o lllustration: Grade school teams — kickball.

What responsibility, however, is also connectedhwiting chosen
for a team?

In these verses (in this whole letter) — the AmoBtbter tells us that you and
have been picked or chosen to be members of thategteand most
important team of all — God’'s team. God Himselbsd us to be on His
team. We can have no greater honor. But with hbbabr also come great
challenges and responsibilities.

Vs. 2:9 —How many names are Christians given in this verse?

“Chosen peoplé— The Jewish people were well acquainted With(lthﬂations you will be my treasureq

idea of a chosen nation or people. What was tha reason the Lor
has selected the Israelites toHtis chosen people?

So this “choosing” by God is connected to what bpm?
o Notice who makes the choice. Why is this importanhote

for our faith and comforting, especially to thoseng through
hard times?

“A people belonging to Gotl— What different “perspective” does th

give about Christians?
0 A/D - | belong to God because | chose to surrendelifenyo

Him.

0
surrender my life to Him.

A/D — God chose me to be His own because He knew ldjoand help you; | will uphold you

Bible References and
Notes

Deuteronomy 7:6 -For you are a
people holy to the @RD your

God. The IorRD your God has
chosen you out of all the peoplg
on the face of the earth to be h
people, his treasured possession

v)

Exodus 19:5-6 - .out of all

14

possession. Although the wholg
earth is mine6 you will be for me
a kingdom of priests and a hol
nation.” ...

| Isaiah 41:9-10 -I took you from

the ends of the earth, from it
farthest corners | called you.

Ssaid, ‘You are my servant’; | havg
chosen you and have not rejectd
you. So do not fear, for I am with
you; do not be dismayed, for | arr
your God. | will strengthen you

d

with my righteous right hand.
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1 Peter 2:9-12

9 But you are a chosen people, h Vs. 2:9 —"A royal priesthood” — In Old Testament times, who alone, cogild

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him wha
called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

10 Once you were not a people, b

now you are the people of God; onc
you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

11 Dear friends, | urge you, as
aliens and strangers in the world, to
abstain from sinful desires, which
war against your soul.

pagans that, though they accuse yo
of doing wrong, they may see you
good deeds and glorify God on the
day he visits us.

12 Live such good lives among th}

Explanations and Questions

We are royal priests who proclaim God’s goodness word and deed
(2:9-12)

enter into the Most Holy of Holies? And only afteing what?

How does this now apply to you as a part of a “rqyéesthood”?|
Why?
0 lllustration : Note Matthew 27:51.

“royal” — Not only are Christians, are you, priests, tmytal or kingly
priests. We are connected to the King of Kingsh¥isE, who rules
over all things; over sin, death and the devil.roligh faith in Christ
we share in Christ’s rule over sin, death and #eld

“holy nation” — Why called “holy”?

God’s Great Exchange

Application:
How can you use these “names” in vs. 9 to encourage
A youth who feels that “everyone hates me” —
An Adult who is struggling with a certain sin —
A Christian friend who is scared of death —
A relative who wonders if God is really listenirgtheir
prayers —
A Christian friend who is struggling; wondering@bd really
cares —

Oo0oOo0o

o

Bible References and
Notes

Matthew 27:51 - At that moment
the curtain of the temple was tor
in two from top to bottom. The
earth shook and the rocks spilit.

2 Corinthians 5:21 - God made
him (Jesus) who had no sio be
sin for us so that in him we might

become the righteousness of God.
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1 Peter 2:9-12

9 But you are a chosen people,
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a
people belonging to God, that you
may declare the praises of him wha
called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

10 Once you were not a people, b

now you are the people of God; onc
you had not received mercy, but
now you have received mercy.

11 Dear friends, | urge you, as
aliens and strangers in the world, to
abstain from sinful desires, which
war against your soul.

pagans that, though they accuse yo
of doing wrong, they may see you
good deeds and glorify God on the
day he visits us.

12 Live such good lives among th}

il

Explanations and Questions

We are royal priests who proclaim God’s goodness word and deed
(2:9-12)

Vs. 2:9b —After stating the facts of what we are in Christ—Peter continue
in this verse. How are we to react to all this?

In letting us know how He expects us to react,ltbed also tells ug
about a wonderful change that took place in owdisecause He cho
us to be His holy people. What happened to us?

Illustration : Jewel Cave — South Dakota.
What is it we are to declare or make known to ather

Evaluate: The Lord did not choose us, He did not make
royal priest, and He did not make us His holy pec that
we would think highly of ourselves or think gre&ibtights
about ourselves. No, He did all that for one pagoonly: sg
that we may honor, praise and exalt the Triune Gud,
Father, Savior, and Sanctifier.

Vs. 10 —“mercy” — What does it mean that God has shown us mercy?

o A/D - The more wretched we are, the more merciful God i$.

Vs. 11-12 -St. Peter urges his readers (believers, us) toalivstrangers in th
world avoiding, pushing away, and keeping away frora sinful nature’s
desires that are like an enemy soldier aiming Houki or take us captive. A
the same time that you are pushing something al@ygever, you are to b
clinging on to a God-pleasing life.

What effect can that God-pleasing life have?

When is the “day He [God] visits”?

A/D - Every Christian lives in a glass house. Explain.

5

—

D

€

Bible References and
Notes

Verse 11:

This is what the
apostle means
when he says:
“Beloved, I
beseech you as
aliens and exiles.”
Since you are now one with Chrigt
and wholly one cake, since Hi
goods are your goods, since whht
harms you harms Him, and sinc
He cares about everything y?arj
eve, therefore you should tre
in His footsteps and conduc
yourselves as though you were n
longer citizens in the world; for|
your possessions are now i
heaven and not on earth. Eve
though you have lost all you
temporal goods, you still havg
Christ, and He is worth more thap
all that.*

a)

-

0

—

4 Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 30 Luther's
works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epistlés
J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T.
Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Work& Pe
2:12). Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing
House.

17




1 Peter 2:13-17

13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’'s
sake to every authority instituted
among men: whether to the king, as
the supreme authority, 14 or to
governors, who are sent by him to
punish those who do wrong and tg
commend those who do right.

15 For it is God’s will that by doing
good you should silence the ignoran
talk of foolish men. 16 Live as free
men, but do not use your freedom ag
a cover-up for evil; live as servants off
God.

17 Show proper respect to everyone
Love the brotherhood of believers,
fear God, honor the king.

Application:
Evaluate:

The OIld Soviet

the Bible, so it was no
established by God and peo
didn’t have to obey its laws.

Communist government reject]d

Explanations and Questions
Live as a Submitting Witness (2:13-3:7)

Introduction:

Respond:
0 My boss doesn’t pay me enough, so I've got a right.
0 My parents don't listen to me, so I've got a rigft ..
0 My spouse cheats on me, so I've got a right to....
0 The tax law is unfair so I've got a right to....

Explain why you answered the way you did.

Perhaps the most striking feature of this letteSis Peter's emphasis on|
submission as the Christian’s response under peesfespite suffering,
discrimination, and ridicule, St. Peter mentionattbven suffering can be aj
gift from God.

We submit to government officials (2:13-17)

Vs. 13-14 — “Submit yourselves” -Explain what it means to “submit”?

o Why “submit”?
o Towhom?

o0 What role is the government supposed to carry out?

Vs. 15 -What will be the benefit when Christians yield i@gy governing
authority?

Application:

How would you compare the Roman government withgtheernment
under which we live?

A/D - We don’t have to submit to governing offi@aiho lead godles
lives.

A/D - We don’t have to submit to governing officgavho hold to ar
unscriptural position on a certain issue.
A/D - A Christian is glad when the government vw&aor punishes
him.

e

Bible References and
Notes

Romans 13:1-5 -Everyone must
submit himself to the governing
authorities, for there is nd
authority except that which God
has established. The authoritigs
that exist have been established by
God. 2 Consequently, he whdg
rebels against the authority i
rebelling against what God ha
instituted, and those who do s
will bring  judgment on
themselves3 For rulers hold no
terror for those who do right, bu
for those who do wrong. Do yol
want to be free from fear of thq
one in authority? Then do what i
right and he will commend yod.

For he is God’s servant to do yo
good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear thf
sword for nothing. He is God’s
servant, an agent of wrath to brinp
punishment on the wrongdoes.
Therefore, it is necessary tp
submit to the authorities, not only
because of possible punishment
but also because of conscience.

e a7 -

—_
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1 Peter 2:18-25

18 Slaves, submit yourselves to youf
masters with all respect, not only to
those who are good and consideratq,
but also to those who are harsh.

19 For it is commendable if a man
bears up under the pain of unjust
suffering because he is conscious (
God. 20 But how is it to your credit if
you receive a beating for doing wrongj
and endure it? But if you suffer for
doing good and you endure it, this is
commendable before God.

\1%4

21 To this you were called, becaus
Christ suffered for you, leaving you
an example, that you should follow in
his steps.

22 “He committed no sin, and no
deceit was found in his mouth.” 23
When they hurled their insults at
him, he did not retaliate; when he
suffered, he made no threats. Instead]
he entrusted himself to him who
judges justly.

24 He himself bore our sins in his
body on the tree, so that we might dig
to sins and live for righteousness; by

Explanations and Questions
We submit according to the pattern of our sufferingShepherd (2:18-25)
Vs. 18 — “Slaves” s St. Peter here encouraging slavery?
o The Bible never condemns slavery as an institutioihjt does give
principles for how to live as a Christian slavenmaster. When are

Christian slaves to obey their masters?

Side Note: North vs. South and the Bible.

f Vs. 20 -How might unjust suffering be “commendable befomd® Explain.

What relationship that Christians today are invdluecould be
considered a parallel situation?
What commandment does this situation fall under?

Application:
Evaluate: He who is a Christian must also bear a crosathdr.

Vs. 21-25 Why does Peter make mention of Christ in the reingimerses of
this chapter?

Application:
What are some ways that you might have to suffstilitg in the
workplace?
What comfort do you receive from Peter’s wordBp ‘this you were
called’?

Let us suffer here with Jesus, to His image e'@famn
Heaven'’s glory soon will please us, Sunshine fothovthe storm.
Though we sow in tears of sorrow, We shall reapaav'nly joy

his wounds you have been healed. o And the fears that now annoy Shall be laughterhenmorrow

For you were like sheep going astray
but now you have returned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls

Christ, | suffer here with Thee; There, oh, shing joy with me.
- Sigmund van Birken, 1626-81
- CW 4522

Bible References and
Notes

“What indeed am |

to do if | have [an] ..

illtempered master

whom no one can

serve satisfactorily?
One finds many people like this.’
St. Peter answers: If you are p
Christian and want to please Go(
you must not ask how eccentric angd
rude your master is; but you mu
always turn your eyes to what Go
commands you to do. Therefore th
is what you should think: “In this
way | shall be serving my Lord
Christ. He wants me to be obedient
to this rude man.” If God were t
order you to polish the shoes of t
devil or the worst rogue, you woul
have to comply. And this work
would be just as good as th
greatest work of all, because G
orders you to do it. Therefore yo
should have no regard for an
person in this matter, but yol
should regard only what God wantg.
5

5 Luther, M. (1999).Vol. 30 Luther's
works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epistl¢3.
J. Pelikan, H. C. Oswald & H. T.
Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (1 P
2:20). Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing
House.
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1 Peter 3:1-7

1 Wives, in the same way bsg
submissive to your husbands so that
if any of them do not believe the
word, they may be won over without
words by the behavior of their wives,
2 when they see the purity and
reverence of your lives.

3 Your beauty should not come from
outward adornment, such as braided
hair and the wearing of gold jewelry
and fine clothes. 4 Instead, it should
be that of your inner self, the
unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet
spirit, which is of great worth in

God’s sight.

5 For this is the way the holy women
of the past who put their hope in God
used to make themselves beautiful
They were submissive to their own
husbands, 6 like Sarah, who obeyed
Abraham and called him her master.
You are her daughters if you do what
is right and do not give way to fear.

7 Husbands, in the same way b¢
considerate as you live with your
wives, and treat them with respect ag
the weaker partner and as heirs with
you of the gracious gift of life, so that
nothing will hinder your prayers.

Explanations and Questions

We see submission and concern in marriage and gigewitness (3:1-7)

Here St. Peter is speaking primarily of the womdmvat that time had
heathen and unbelieving husbands. On the other, hanid also speaking of
believing men who had heathen wives. For in thases,dwhen the apostles
were proclaiming the Gospel among the Gentilesftén happened that the
one became a Christian and the other did not.

Application:
My husband is upset with me for being a Christida.doesn’t wan
me to go to church or pray around the house. Scieeds told me tg
take a stand for Christ: to pray openly at mealkdep tracts aroun
for him to read, and to pin up Bible verses onasid salvation wher

he’ll be sure to see them. So far, it just makes mad. He's evelp

started ridiculing me for being so “holy.” | domtind suffering for
Christ, especially if it will help win my husband/hat should | do?

Vs. 3-4- Is Peter counseling Christian women to be “plEnes”, wear no
make-up, and they better not get their hair dok&plain.

Vs. 5-6- What is St. Peter’s point in pointing to Saralthie Old Testament?

o “do not give way to feaf — Consider the following:
“Whatever her lot, she should let God rule, andssloalld remember that she
cannot fare badly. For since she knows how shariisg and that her position
in life is pleasing to God, why should she f&ar?

Vs. 7- What is Peter urging husbands to be and do?

o What will be the result if husbands don’t honorithgves as
something precious? What is God saying?

Application:
What makes it so difficult to carry out our God-givroles?
What do we know/have that makes it easier?

® Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 3Q Luther's works, vol. 30 : The Catholic Epist(@sJ. Pelikan, H. C.
Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.). Luther's Works (13@&). Saint Louis: Concordia Publishing

d

D

House.

Bible References and

Notes

Ephesians 5:25- Husbands, love
your wives, just as Chrisloved
the church and gave himself u

for her

A/D — A Christian husband
and wife will be a model at all
times for other couples in the

neighborhood.
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1 Peter 3:8-16

8 Finally, all of you, live in harmony
with one another; be sympathetic, love

as brothers, be compassionate ang VS- 8- St. Peter encourages us to have the rightasténd heart when

humble.

9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult
with insult, but with blessing, because|

to this you were called so that you may Application:

inherit a blessing.

10 For, “Whoever would love life and
see good days must keep his tongy
from evil and his lips from deceitful
speech. 11 He must turn from evil and
do good; he must seek peace an

are on the righteous and his ears are
attentive to their prayer, but the face of
the Lord is against those who do evil.”

13 Who is going to harm you if you are

eager to do good? 14 But even if yol

should suffer for what is right, you are

blessed. “Do not fear what they fear; dof

not be frightened.”

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an

answer to everyone who asks you t¢

give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness ang
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscienc
so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander.

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
What comes to mind when you first hear that youdargooder?

Return evil with good because it is God’s will (3:8.2)

dealing with others. What does he encourage de?0Explain each

0 How can even begin to do these things?

Respond George is one who loses his temper pretty guickht
church, if he doesn’t like something, he lets ewagy around hin
know it. After getting things off his chest, hefige and it doesn’
bother him anymore. How would you respond to Gepkgeping in
mind St. Peter’s encouragement to “love as brotfers

e

0 Give examples of how not “repay evil with evil.” \&thwould you dg
instead?)
0 To what were we called? How does this influence way we dea]

with others?

lllustration:
On the Cross!

Vs. 11-12- Is St. Peter here advocating that we shouldadba gvorks in order
to get right with God?

Vs. 13-14- How do people normally react to a Christian'g\axlife of love?

o0 Why do people, at times, react negatively to a Siar’s active life of
E, love?

In what way(s) are we blessed when we suffer fanglwhat is right?

What do you think St. Peter means when he tellsdaiders, “do not
fear what they fear’?

dVs. 9 — What would be happening to the patience andraote of thes¢
pursue it. 12 For the eyes of the Lord] Christians at this time, and why?

Bible References and
Notes

Ephesians 4:2-6 2 Be
completely humble and gentle;

b
patient, bearing with one anoth£

in love. 3 Make every effort to
keep the unity of the Spirit
through the bond of peacet
There is one body and on
Spirit— just as you were called tq
one hope when you were called—
5 one Lord, one faith, ong
baptism;6 one God and Father o
all, who is over all and through al
and in all.

[llustration:
FDR

21
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1 Peter 3:15-16

15 But in your hearts set apart Christ
as Lord. Always be prepared to give an

answer to everyone who asks you t witness to our sure hope. What is thegdson for the hope we have

give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness ang
respect, 16 keeping a clear conscienc
so that those who speak maliciously
against your good behavior in Christ
may be ashamed of their slander.

1%

Explanations and Questions

Vs. 15— Instead of giving in to threats, we are to daticourselves to Chrig,
recognizing that he is the ruler of our hearts. thiduch dedication we cgn

Vs. 16 —“keeping a clear conscienc¢e- Why would St. Peter mention this?
0 What did St. Peter want to impress upon his reagdkoswere being
persecuted?

Illustration:
Speaking the truth in Love to Mormons, Muslims,aeth Witnesses,
etc...

Application:
Evaluate: Being gentle and respectful when opposed by lievsss is
just backing down and is not a way to tell themulschrist.
Agree/Disagree It is wrong to discuss religion with those whapose
us.

Illustration:
Paul and Silas in prison. Acts 16:16-40
0 Here is a great example of witnessing in time dfesing
and to those who caused that suffering. The HgliitS
created faith in the heart of the Jailer by the #Vitnat was
proclaimed by Paul and Silas. Even in prison, Fauhd
opportunities to spread God’'s Word.

Bible References and

Notes
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1 Peter 3:17-22

17 1t is better, if it is God’s will, to
suffer for doing good than for doing
evil.

18 For Christ died for sins once for
all, the righteous for the
unrighteous, to bring you to God.

He was put to death in the body but
made alive by the Spirit, 19 through
whom also he went and preached t¢
the spirits in prison 20 who
disobeyed long ago when Gog
waited patiently in the days of Noah
while the ark was being built.

In it only a few people, eight in all,
were saved through water, 21 and
this water symbolizes baptism that
now saves Yyou also—not the
removal of dirt from the body but
the pledge of a good conscieng
toward God.

It saves you by the resurrection of

Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone int¢ Application:

heaven and is at God’s right hand—
with angels, authorities and powers
in submission to him.

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
Define Jesus’ Humiliation and His Exaltation.

Returning our evil with good is what Jesus our ex&atd Savior did
(3:17-22)

Vs. 17— “suffer” — What constitutes suffering?

Vs. 18— What does it mean that Christ’s death “bringsouSod™?
Cf. Luther in sidebar.

Application:
A/D — Christ died for the sins of the wicked peoplevai so they
won’t be condemned because their sins have been takay.
Evaluate: The purpose of Christ’s suffering was to shovhos we
can endure suffering today.
A/D - Suffering for Christ is really no suffering at all.

Vs. 19— What is being talked about here? Why?

lllustration:
Roman Victory Parades

Vs. 21— Peter moves from speaking about what God didlfgreople in Jesus
to what He did for us as individuals. What do wa&rh about baptism in versg
212
b - What does it mean that Baptism is a “pledge of@gmnscience
toward God™?

- What is the connection between our baptism ands€Chresurrection?

Evaluate: Baptism only reminds us to put our trust in Chwbken
suffering.

A/D — Because we are baptized, all fear of death affierig is
removed from our hearts.

Picture where Jesus is right now (verse 22). Hoesdbis inspire you

to trust in him despite the suffering you mustig@tigh on earth?

Bible References and
Notes

“Lord Jesus,
are
righteousness,
as | am your sin.
You have taken upon yoursel
what is mine and have given t
me what is yours. You have take
upon yourself what you were ng
and have given to me what | wap
not.”’

you
my
jus

—

Romans 6:3—4 (NIV) — 3O0r
don’t you know that all of us who
were baptized into Christ Jesu
were baptized into his death®?
We were therefore buried with
him through baptism into death i
order that, just as Christ wap
raised from the dead through thf
glory of the Father, we too may
live a new life.

v)

Luther, M. (1999)Vol. 48 Luther's
works, vol. 48 : Letters (. J. Pelikan, H.
C. Oswald & H. T. Lehmann, Ed.).
Luther's Works (12). Philadelphia:
Fortress Press.
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1 Peter 4:1-6

1 Therefore, since Christ suffered in
his body, arm yourselves also with
the same attitude, because he whp
has suffered in his body is done with
sin. 2 As a result, he does not livg
the rest of his earthly life for evil
human desires, but rather for the
will of God.

3 For you have spent enough time ir]
the past doing what pagans choos
to do—living in debauchery, lust,
drunkenness, orgies, carousing ang
detestable idolatry. 4 They think it
strange that you do not plunge with
them into the same flood of
dissipation, and they heap abuse omf
you. 5 But they will have to give
account to him who is ready to
judge the living and the dead.

1%

6 For this is the reason the gospe
was preached even to those who ar
now dead, so that they might be
judged according to men in regard
to the body, but live according to
God in regard to the spirit.

D
-

Explanations and Questions

Introduction:
What is God’s will for our lives

Conform to God’s will (4:1-19)

Conform to God’s will in our Attitude (4:1-6)

Vs. 1- Pick up your battle gear and prepare for waatnging yourself. It's
not with guns, but with what?

- What does it mean that you are “done with sin"?

lllustration:
Vs. 2 —'hot live”. Movie — “Dead Poet’s Society
o0 Whatis “real” living?

Vs. 3 —“enougH - Using a little bit of irony, St. Peter tells hisaners why he
commands them to conform to the mind of Christeythad spent enough tim
in the past living like the pagans.

Application:
In light of verse 3, discuss the Christian’s attéuoward:

What children watch on TV

Certain clothing

Some form of dancing
Alcohol

Vs. 6— Explain what is being talked about in this ve(sé Eph. 2)

Bible References and
Notes

Ephesians 2:1-5 (NIV) — 1As

for you, you were dead in you
transgressions and sir&sin which

you used to live when you
followed the ways of this world
and of the ruler of the kingdom o
the air, the spirit who is now a

work in those who are
disobedient3 All of us also lived
among them at one time

gratifying the cravings of our
sinful nature and following its
desires and thoughts. Like th
rest, we were by nature objects

wrath. 4 But because of his gre

love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy, 5 made us alive with
Christ even when we were dead

transgressions—it is by grace yo
have been saved.
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1 Peter 4:7-11

7 The end of all things is near.
Therefore be clear minded and self
controlled so that you can pray.

8 Above all, love each other deeply
because love covers over
multitude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality
to one another without grumbling.

10 Each one should use whateve
gift he has received to serve otherg
faithfully administering God’s grace
in its various forms.

11 If anyone speaks, he should do

as one speaking the very words o
God. If anyone serves, he should d
it with the strength God provides, so
that in all things God may be
praised through Jesus Christ. To
him be the glory and the power for
ever and ever. Amen.

Explanations and Questions
Conform to God's will (4:1-19)

Conform to God’s will in our lives (4:7-11)

Vs. 7-8— Because God could come at any time, what anerged to do when
we are bad-mouthed for being Christians (2 things)?

lllustration:
Parable of the Ten Virgins

i1 : . .
Vs. 8— Explain — fove covers over a multitude of sing (cf. 1 Cor. 13)

Application:

How might you use these passages with a teenadewlaat they face?
r
» Vs. 10- When bound together with other Christians, Galts tus to use th
gifts he/she has received for the common good.t &isne of the (gifty
Christians may have to serve others. (cf. 1 Coy. 1

Vs. 11- What does God say about our accountability wheames to using
our gifts?

L =4

What is ourone goal when using our gifts?

Application:
A/D: You can tell a strong Christian from a weak &tan by how
much time they spend using their God-given gifts.

D

Bible References and
Notes

Matthew 25:1-2 (NIV) — 1 “At
that time the kingdom of heavep
will be like ten virgins who took
their lamps and went out to med
the bridegroom.2 Five of them
were foolish and five were wise.

t

1 Corinthians 13:4-5 (NIV) —4

Love is patient, love is kind. It
does not envy, it does not boast, Ji
is not proud5 It is not rude, it is
not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered,_it keeps no record d

wrongs.

—

—h

1 Corinthians 12:8-11 (NIV) —
8 To one there is given throug
the Spirit the message of wisdony,
to another the message (f
knowledge by means of the sa

Spirit, 9 to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts o
healing by that one SpiritlO to

another miraculous powers, tg
another prophecy, to anothg
distinguishing between spirits, td
another speaking in differen
kinds of tongues, and to stil
another the interpretation o
tonguesll All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and He
gives them to each one, just as e
determines.
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1 Peter 4:12-19

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised aff
the painful trial you are suffering, as
though  something strange werg
happening to you. 13 But rejoice that
you participate in the sufferings of
Christ, so that you may be overjoyed
when his glory is revealed.

14 If you are insulted because of the
name of Christ, you are blessed, for the
Spirit of glory and of God rests on you.

15 If you suffer, it should not be as &
murderer or thief or any other kind of
criminal, or even as a meddler. 16
However, if you suffer as a Christian,
do not be ashamed, but praise God thal
you bear that name.

17 For it is time for judgment to begin
with the family of God; and if it begins
with us, what will the outcome be for
those who do not obey the gospel df
God? 18 And, “If it is hard for the
righteous to be saved, what will becomé
of the ungodly and the sinner?”

19 So then, those who suffer according
to God'’s will should commit themselves
to their faithful Creator and continue
to do good

Explanations and Questions
Conform to God's will (4:1-19)

Conform to God’s will in our hardships (4:12-19)

Vs. 12-13— St. Peter has already told us why we Christgtmsuld not be
surprised that we suffer. But now he tells us foice in suffering (v.13)
Rejoice in suffering!?! Why?

- Inwhat way do we participate in the suffering @frist?

Vs. 14- Verse 14 tells us that we should feel blessednmkie are insulted fd
being Christians. Blessed for being insulted!?! ®&hy

- How are Christiansifisulted”?

Vs. 15-16- “do not be ashametl— Why? Explain.

Vs. 17— *judgment” — What is being talked about here?

Vs. 18— Explain this verse.

Application:
How do Romans 8:18 and Romans 5:3-4 fit into StefPediscussior
here on suffering?

A/D - The Christian should be concerned about kpsiis/her faith
during persecution.

A/D - It is God’s will that Christians suffer.

Respond If God loves you so much, then why do thingsagong in
your life?

=

Bible References and
Notes

Romans 8:18 (NIV) — 181
consider that our presen
sufferings  are  not
comparing with the glory that will
be revealed in us.

Romans 5:3-5 (NIV) — 3 Not
only so, but we also rejoice in ou
sufferings, because we know th
suffering produces perseveranc
4 perseverance, character; ai
character, hopes And hope does
not disappoint us, because Gg
has poured out his love into ol
hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom
he has given us.
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1 Peter 5:1-11

1 To the elders among you, | appeal a$
a fellow elder, a witness of Christ’'s
sufferings and one who also will sharg
in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be
shepherds of God's flock that is under
your care, serving as overseers—no
because you must, but because you aife
willing, as God wants you to be; not
greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3
not lording it over those entrusted to
you, but being examples to the flock. 4
And when the Chief Shepherd appears
you will receive the crown of glory that
will never fade away.

5 Young men, in the same way b¢
submissive to those who are older. Al
of you, clothe yourselves with humility
toward one another, because, “God
opposes the proud but gives grace t@
the humble.” 6 Humble yourselves,
therefore, under God’'s mighty hand,
that he may lift you up in due time. 7
Cast all your anxiety on him because hg
cares for you.

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your
enemy the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion looking for someone to
devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in
the faith, because you know that your
brothers throughout the world are
undergoing the same kind of sufferings.

Explanations and Questions

Final Encouragements (5:1-14)

To Elders, Young Men and All (5:1-11)

Vs. 1-4 — St. Peter now directs some encouragement td'dlders’ and
“overseers of the churches. Who is he speaking about?

Vs. 2 - “shepherd — What happened in Peter’s life that he would tise
term?

- Because the members of the churches would be gffpersecution
they would need faithful and steady leaders to gtiem. What thre
sins do spiritual leaders need to especially laatkfar?

- What leadership qualities does Peter encourage?

- What kind of examples should our “leaders” be gidn(Specific)
Application:

A/D — A congregation calls a Pastor to tend to thgilitsal needs andl to  drunkenness, not violent buj

how he does it is by telling them what to do.

Discussion When can a congregation “remove” a pastor fragrchll.
Evaluate: When asked, “Pastor, why don't you visit peoplethe
hospital?” The pastor replied, “Show me where | supposed to d
that in the Bible?” (Sad, but true example of attionversation)

Vs. 5-6 —St Peter continues by addressing young people who ta¢zated

were also to submit to their elders. Why is humitispecially important fo
young people to practice?

| 1 Timothy 3:1-7 (NIV) — 1 Here is
b a trustworthy saying: If anyone setg

P anyone does not know how tq

| take care of God's church® He

and eager to lead. They were to have the samadaititas the elders. Th =ymust not be a recent convert, or fp

10 And the God of all grace,
who called you to his eternal
glory in Christ, after you have
suffered a little while, will
himself restore you and make
you strong, firm and steadfast.
11 To him be the power for ever
and ever. Amen.

Bible References and Notes

his heart on being an overseer, He
desires a noble task2 Now the
overseer must be above reproach, tIe
husband of but one wife, temperat

self-controlled, respectable
hospitable, able to teacB,not given

—h

gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover ¢
money.4 He must manage his own
family well and see that his childrer]
obey him with proper respecs. (If

14

manage his own family, how can h

may become conceited and fall und
the same judgment as the devilHe
must also have a good reputation wi

=

- Humility is important for all Christians to practicespecially as thely outsiders, so that he will not fall int

interact with each other in a congregation. Why?
Vs. 8 - Peter now calls for spiritual preparedness ajaattack. How is th
devil like a roaring lion?
- Do you remember when St. Peter was not “alert”?
Vs. 9- What is Peter’'s encouragement?

disgrace and into the devil’s trap.

2 Timothy 4:1-2 (NIV) — 1 In the
presence of God and of Christ Jesus,
who will judge the living and the
dead, and in view of his appearin
and his kingdom, | give you thi
charge: 2 Preach the Word; be
prepared in season and out of seasqn;
correct, rebuke and encourage—wi

Vs. 10-11- Apply these verses to one who is suffering Hapdsor one in thel great patience and careful instructio

hospital. Put in your own words the comfort fourate.
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1 Peter 5:12-14

12 With the help of Silas, whom |
regard as a faithful brother, | have
written to you briefly, encouraging
you and testifying that this is the
true grace of God. Stand fast in it.

13 She who is in Babylon, chose
together with you, sends you hel
greetings, and so does my son Mark|

=

14 Greet one another with a kiss of
love. Peace to all of you who are i
Christ.

Explanations and Questions

Final Encouragements (5:1-14)

o

Vs. 12-14— St. Peter mentions Silas (companion, secreéy,postman) an
Mark (a.k.a. John Mark, Gospel writer, cousin of Barnabas, cnasion 3
companion of Peter and Paul). But who is “She?”

- What does St. Peter say that he has been writiogt abis whole time*

- “true grace’ - Why does St. Peter use this expression?

Vs. 14- The *kiss of love was similar to our handshake. It was a sign of
fellowship and oneness. What is the significarfdd® closing sentence?

Closing Prayer:

Let us suffer here with Jesus, To his image e'sfocm;
Heaven's glory soon will please us, Sunshine folowhe storm.
Though we sow in tears of sorrow, We shall reapaav'nly joy,
And the fears that now annoy Shall be laughtethemborrow.
Christ, | suffer here with thee; There, oh, shdmgjoy with me.

CW 452:2

Bible References and

Notes
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